HOW DO ELECTORATES CHANGE OVER TIME?

Analysing the data

SIZE OF ELECTORATES

How does the size (area) of our school’s electorate compare with that of other electorates in our state or territory
and electorates in other states and territories?

What differences or similarities exist?
What are the correlations between the size (area) of electorates and:

> enrolment?
> demographic rating?
> products and industries?

Suggest reasons for these correlations.

ENROLMENT

How does the enrolment of our school’s electorate compare with that of other electorates in our state or territory
and those in other states and territories?

What is the extent of the variation?

DEMOGRAPHIC RATING
What is the demographic rating of our electorate?
How does it compare with that of other electorates in Australia with the same demographic rating?

Do electorates with the same demographic rating have other characteristics in common
(such as size, enrolment, products and industries, and seat status)?

PRODUCTS AND INDUSTRIES

What products and industries are important in our electorate?
How do they compare with those of other electorates in Australia with the same demographic rating?

Do electorates with similar products and industries have other characteristics in common?

SEAT STATUS
What is the seat status of our electorate?
How does it compare with that of other electorates in Australia with the same seat status?

Do electorates with a similar seat status have other characteristics in common?

ELECTORAL BOUNDARIES

What considerations appear to be taken into account when drawing electoral boundaries?
What built and natural boundaries define electorates?

What are the characteristics of electorates where there are no discernible built and natural boundaries?

76 Democracy Rules © Australian Electoral Commission 2010



